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WALES' TRAVEL LINKS e NEWS

Planes, trains and automobiles

If Wales wants to be taken seriously as a business destination, its transport links and facilities must come up to

scratch. Ben Wilson asks some leading Welsh business figures — who also travel a lot — whether that is the case.

ime is money in business, so good
-I-communication links are essential.

Well-managed road, rail and air links
are key issues for many businesses.

Bill Savage, chairman of Cardiff & Co,
the newly formed company created to
sell Cardiff to the world, believes Cardiff’s
transport links are excellent.

“Rail links to other parts of the UK are
comprehensive and the M4 provides a
direct link in to the UK-wide motorway
network,” he says. “Cardiff certainly can
compete with major European cities.

Its links are real and they work.

There may perhaps be room to improve
the terminals — and there are plans to do
this — but the basic infrastructure is there
and it is good.”

Others agree. Andrew Dixey, group
chief executive of Abertillery-based
battery maker Atraverda, travels the
world to see investors and clients. But he
goes back and fore to London the most,
usually on the train. While he believes the
service is good, he has some issues with
the cost of travel.

“Obviously I do drive, but if I am going
to meetings in and around the UK I tend
to use the train for the majority of my
travel needs,” he says. “The train service
from Newport to London is excellent.

I do think that rail fares are outrageously
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expensive, but in terms of the service
I think it's very good.”

Jeremy Stone is the chairman of
Merchant Ventures Investments, a
UK-based investment group that owns
Wales Fund Managers in Cardiff and
Orbis Capital in London. That means
Stone also travels a lot and, like Dixey,
he finds the train the most convenient
way of doing this.

But he also believes there is room for
improvement. He feels the quality of the
train service was better 25 years ago.
He believes the service is adequate but
slow and it can be cramped and expensive.
“A fast train link and limited or non-stop

has the solution to many of South Wales’
transport woes.
Roberts is exploring the idea of building
a new transport hub for Cardiff near
St Mellons Business Park — where he is
based. The hub would service a growing
business park, offer a good transport
solution for major sporting events and
also offer a high-speed link to the airport.
“I'm looking at the potential for an
international business park link to a new
mainline train station and a link through
to the airport,” he explains. “The reason
I am championing that is because we
haven't got a truly integrated transport
solution here. The M4 relief road is

“The M4 relief road is unlikely to be completed until 2012 so
we need to get some other initiatives in place otherwise | think
we will see a bit of paralysis.” wee. roserrs

services a few times a day would be a
definite improvement,” says Stone.
Others are trying to improve things.
An additional problem cited by many
business leaders is the difficulty of getting
to Cardiff International Airport quickly.
Nigel Roberts, chief executive of
Paramount Office Interiors, believes he

unlikely to be completed until 2012 so we
need to get some other initiatives in place
otherwise I think we will see a bit of
paralysis.”

Roberts believes an integrated transport
system is essential to a vibrant and
successful Wales. Maggie Abbett, public
relations manager for Arriva Trains









